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In the Senate, yesterday, after the usual
morning business, the vetoed Indigent Insane
land bill was taken up, and Mr. Cass for over
an hour addressed the Senate in opposition to
the bill, and in support of the veto message of
the President. Mr. Clayton has the floor for
to-day on the same subject.

In the House of Representatives, on mation
of Mr. MeDougal, the chaitman of the seleet
committee on the subject, the further consid-
eration of the Pacific railroad bill was post-
poned until the second Monday in December
next. The House went into Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union, and took up
the general appropriation bill, when Messrs.
Walbridge, and Davis, of Indiana, severally ex-
pressed their views in favor of the construction
of a ruilroad to the Pacific.

The House, by a vote of—yeas 100, nays
32—Ilaid on the table the resclution of Mr. Gid-
dings, heretofore offered, proposing to expel
the editor of the Union from the hall, in con-
sequence of a communication published in that
paper last Thursday, with reference to his pub-

lic conduct and that of others.

B Hon. Wm. R. Sapp is, we have been
requested to say, confined to his room by indis
position, and will nat, probably, be able to re-
sume his seat in the House during the present
week,

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD.

Yesterday the House of Representatives
postponed the Pacific railroad bill until the
second Monday in December. This movement
disposes of that measure for the present ses-
sion, and affords every assurance that we will
not be soon troubled by its consideration, and
that the transaction of the public business will
not be delayed by it.

The .course which Mr. McDougal, of Califor-
nia, who had the bill in charge, pursued dur-
ing the pendency of the Nebraska bill is wor-
thy of all praise. He consented to the post-

ponement of the railroad bill rather than it
should be used by had men to prevent the set-
tlement of a great question intimately connect-
ed with the peace and quiet of the country.
Yesterday he proposed that it be postponed
until the second Monday in December, so that
the reports of surveys might be laid before the
country, and an opportunity might be afforded
for thorough investigation and intelligent action
on the subject.

We have not the bill before us ns it has been
recently modified, so that we do uot pretend to
give a synopsis of its provisions. Yet we can-
not but feel gratified that it has been disposed
of for the present by an unanimous vote of the
House of Representatives. Our opinions with
regard to o railroad communication with the
Pacific have been stated too often to need
repetition at the present time. When the sub-
ject’comes up again, it will be scon enongh to
repeat them. It is plain, however, that no mat-
ter what might be the features of the Pacific
railroad bill reported by the select commitlee,
of which Mr. McDougal is chairman, its con-
sideration would have given rise to a long and
vexatious discussion, which could produce no
practical result. A long series of amendments
and substitutes would have been offered, not-
withstanding the fact that Congress was not in
possession of the means to arrive at a rational
and safe conclusion, even as to the routes which
are practicable, and the cost of constructing a
road on them.

THE DAY FOR THE MEETING FOR
CONGRESS.

A few days ago a proposition was made in
Congress that in future its session should begin
in the month of Oectober instead of December.
We have since seen it stated that the Constitu-
tion required that the first Monday in Decem-
ber should not be departed from as the day of
the assembling of the national legislature.

This is 4 mistake. The Constitotion specifies
the first Monday of December, but it gives Con-
gress the right to fix upon another day if it
should see fit to do so. In the beginning, it
was absolutely necessary to specify a time of
meeting. Otherwisz the first Congress could
not have been convened at all. But afterwards
the necessity did not ‘exist, for Congress once
in session could determine their future meetings
being constrained only to hold a session every

year.

We have not thought of the subject suffi-
ciently to form an opinion as to whether Con- |
gress had better convene in October rather
than in December. The remarks which we
have made are intended only to correct the
misapprehensiuns which we percieve exists in
some quarters as to the provisions of the Con-
stitution in this particular. This is the lan-

WASHINGTON FABRICATIONS

AND
GOSSIP. %
Inuocent people who live away from the at-
mosphere of Washington can form no idea of

the bold, unblushing, and wafounded tales that

are fubricated here and cireulated by many of

l_he Washington correspondents of the freesoil
journals. They affectto know everything, and
ihey construct their calumnies with so much
+kill and with such a regard to circumstantiality
hat they impose upon the credulity of unsus-
pecting people. They affect to be familiar with
the secret, unrevealed purposes of all the promi-
nent men. They claim to be acquainted with
the secrets developed in the most private con-
ferences. They pretend that they are cognizant
of all that is said by the President and the cabi-
net in their most private consultations. Some-
times they make a hit—sometimes they guess
at what actually afterwards occurs—sometimes
they manage by hook or by crook, by mouey or
by circumvention, to get a secret out of a leaky
vessel, and they publish it with a great flourish
of trumpets. But where one trath is told, a
hundred perfectly unfounded rumors are started
by 5

Now some of these people are experienced
politicians, sagacious men, and are on terms of
intimacy with leading politicians. They thus
hear of many things that they circulate, and
guess at many more.

But the worst class of these people is com-
posed of those who have no regard for the
truth, so that they can make a readable para-
graph. These people scatter falsehoods all
over the country. The Tvibune iz more dis-
tinguished for its unscrupulous corps of contri-
butors than any.other paperin the couutry.: A
libel on the south and a calumny on a south-
ern man, are looked upon by these people as
perfectly right and proper. They look upon
southern men as fair game, and do not hesi-
tate to fabricate any falsehood to injure them.,
We very seldom pay any attention to their idle
gossip, but one of the correspondents of the
New York Express, from which wé might ex-
pect better things, has found such a wonderful
mare's nest, that we are tempted to give some
extracts from his letter, He says, under date
of June 10th:

“A digﬁr:ghuhhed senator, for a quarter of a
century in the publie councils, is thoroughly
convinced that the ultra southern party is de-
termined to obtain possession of CuRa, and
after that to separate from the northern States.
He is not an alarmist, but an experienced,
cool-headed, and sagacious statesman, of the
conservative school, and a decided opponent of
the fanatics of every section. His opinion is
therefore of the highest value, as the convic-
tion of & man of great shrewdness, of no sec-
tional prejudices, and a decided enemy of the
agitation of the slavery question.”

Again, he says:

“The secessionists have undoubtedly made
great acceasiohs to their ranks during the last
two years, .and now comprise a large portion
of the talent, wealth and influence of the South.
Every case of resistance to the fugitive-slave
law at the North adds thousands to their num-
ber, and they openly rejoice at the recent abo-
lion demonstration in.Boston. Their plan is
to seize upon Cuba and enough of Mexico to
connect California by the southern route with
their new republic. For they regard Califor-
nia ‘as essentially southern in all but the nanie,
and point with exultation to her unbroken
front in both Houses on the Nebraska ques-
tion. The census shows a population in that
State of 22,000 from the slave ‘émtes, and 24,
000 from the free States. The native Califor-
nians, 6,000 strong, and at least half of the
foreigners, 22,000 strong, are expected to unite
with the South, and thus secure to that section
the control of the State.

“The secessionists are not without hope that
the sonthern sections of Illinois and Michigan
may prove friendly to their scheme. There
are 89,000 citizens of Indiana of southern birth,
and 80,000 more from Kentuckyand Tennessee.
In Illinois there are50,000 of southern birth, and
82,000 from Kentucky and Tennessee. Both
Illinois and Indiana sent del s to the late
southern convention held at Charleston in
April. A significant fact, '

‘ Kansas, as will be seen by a glance at the
map, is within a day's ride, by railway, of the
Gulf of Mexico. Kansas, therefore, is relied
upon as & future member of the southern re-
publie.”

The writer then peculates as to whether
certain prominent statesmen of the free States
would or would not remove to the South.

Now all this ingenious and elaborate stery
is made out of the fact that a senator, whose
name i3 not given, entertains such an opinion.
The idea of the senator being mistaken is not
for an instant entertained. Such a gigantic
scheme requires gigantic testimony to sustain
it, it would seem to us. But we may be wrong.

Well, we prefer big to little inventions. They
are more harmless, for they carry absurdity on
their face.

PRSI
BOME OF THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.

These latter days have presented us with
as many political, religious, and social irregu-
larities as pe:hapa ever sprung up within the
sane period of time. With alarge and rapidly
increasing population, compounded of all di-
versitics of men and from every part of the
globe—men of every hue, tongue, religion, and
political creed, we might naturally expect much
of incongruity and antagonism. We might
naturally expect to see strange ideas and theo-
ries on all subjects, and fanatics and agitators
of every kind. Religion seems to vie with
politics in presenting itself in diverse and pro-
tean forms. There is every form of heresy in
both. There are bran new systems, and old
broken down systems re-vamped. We have
quarrels between native Americans and for-

guage used in the Constitution ; and we think
that it is perfectly plain : % The Congress shall
asvemble al least once in every year, and sueh
meeting shall be on the first Monday in Decem- I|
Der, unless they shall by law appoint a different

day.”

DRAMATIC READINGS,

It will be seen from the advertisement in an-
other column, that Miss E. W, White, of Rich-
mond, proposes to give an entertainment of this
character on next Thuraday night. She is very
highly spoken of, and has met with great suc-

eigners, and fights between Catholics and pro-
testants. We see every kind of secret organi-
zation prevailing, There is a restless longing
among the masses, especially in our large
northern cities, after novelty and change. Each
secl would propagate its temets by means of
mobs, violence, and lawlessness. The only
kind of freedom that many can conceive of] is
freedom from law, which is the worst kind of
tyranny. Many, if they were allowed their way,
would renew in this new and free country the
religious wars that prevailed in Europe a cen-
tury or two ago, and which left blight and deso-

cess wherever she has appeared in public. We
will take oceasion to-morrow to speak more in
detail of her performance.
- PRI S NES Y L

Muriny axp Myrper.—Last Sunday evening
Captain Mann and mate, of the DBritish barque
Catharine Sharer, 8t. John's, N. B, now lying in
the North river, ofl Bedlow's island, made com-
plnint that the crew of their ship had been guilly
of mutiny and murdem The crew endeavored 1o
leave the vessel, and being prevented by the watch-
man in charge, they threw him overboard, and he
was drowned, Five of the crew were arrested as
accomplices. The man who committed the mur-

der efcaped 1o the shore

lation wherever they occurred.

We leave it to other and wiserheads to de-
vise and apply the corrective to these evils,
To cure them all would require a wise physi-
cian and a potent panaces,

But from these things we turn with much of
pleasure to the contemplation of other recent
occurrences of a different nature. We hav
seen the Constitation of the country and the
good faith of the nation vindicated in two sig-
nal instances. They were notdone in a corner.
They did not occur in the secrecy of the
night and removed from the observation of

men.  The constitational doetrine of non-inter
vention was solemuly, publicly, and in the
midst of mueh excitement, ssserted by the
joint action of Congress aud the Executive.
Searcely had the artillery that celebrated its
passage died on the ear, before the same Con-
stitution was firmly vindicated in the effective
enforcement of the fugitive slave law.

In a large and growing country like ours,
scarcely a month passes without giving rise to
some great matter either of foreign or domestic
policy. Some of those of recent occurrence
we will advert to.  The trade of a great em-
pire, thut has lain for ages in isolated seclusion,
is about to contribute to our national prosper-
ity. Commodore Perry has succeeded in ne-
gotiating an arrangement by which several of
the ports of Japan will be opened to the trade
of the world.

Circumstances have arisen that have served
to precipitate action in regard to the island of
Cuba. Oceurrences familiar to all have lately
taken place that have more distinctly devel
oped, than it ever before was developed, the
fixed purpose of the United States to acquire
Cuba. '

The republic of Dominica is looking anx-
iously to us for recognition. A republic com-
posed of brave, gallant, and enlightened men,
and on our continent too, ought not long to be
permitted to sue in vain. Honduras and the
Sandwich Islands, nothing daunted by their for-
mer failures are pleading with us. for annexa-
tion.

The old nations of Europe which formerly
sneered at us as an upstart and a pretenderare
just begioning to find out that we have o des-
tiny, and that we have the will and the power
to work it out.

We have bestowed but & hasty glance at the
more prominent developments, and the more
important signs of the times. Some of these
signs are bad enough in all conscience—others
are truly encouraging. If parents would pay
more attention to the morals and minds of their
growing children,if legal tribunals would firmly
and faithfully execute the laws, if all men in
authority, whether federal, State, or municipal,
would promptly punish all lawless outbreaks,
and if politicians would rebuke and denounce
fauaties, agitators, abolitionists, and incendia-
ries, instead of seeking for their support, there
would be but little danger to be apprehended
from those bad signs of the times to which we
first adverted.

THE ABOLITIONISTS.

To see the more than mad-dog insanity of
these people, one need but look at their daily
doings. The New York Herald, in its news
column, gives the two following instances of
their lawlessness aud their fanaticism :

“ At Milwaukee, on the 6th instant, one of
the judges of the supreme court of Wisconsin
de the fugitive slave law unconstitutional.
The case was an afplication for a wril of ha-
beas corpus to release one of the persons
charged with participating in the rescue of n
fugitive not long since. The court ordered his
release. The United States marshal, it is said,
will not obey the order of the jud

‘ Another instance of the violence of the ab-
olitionists occurred in Otsego county last week.
A pegro committed a burglary in Efmim some
weeks since, and was arrested in Jersey city.
He effected his escape from the jail, and was
aﬁam arrested in Otsego county. The negro
told some of the rabid abolitiontsts that he was
a fugitive slave, whereupon some twenty-eight
of them, armed with pistols, &c., entered the
room where he was imprisoned, under charge
of the officers, and set him at liberty. The of-
ficers remonstrated with the mob, and stated
the whole circumstances connected with the
arrest, but they persisted in setting him at
liberty.” ;

ITEMS OF NEWS.

TasrLe-Tornmve Derecror.~In the conrse of a
lecture delivered lately at the Royal Institute,
London, Professor Faraday exhibited the appara-
tus, with index attached, which he contrived for
proving the fullacy of table-turning. It consisted
of two small flat pieces of wood, held together by
India-rubber sirings, andseparated by small rulers
that allowed the pieces of wood 1o move freely
over each other. The movemént of the wpper
one was showa by anindex that pointed to theright
or to the left, according to the direction of the
motion. This little apparatus, when placed under
the hands of a practical table-turner, had the cu-
rious effect of paralyzing his power when he looked
at the index ard thus become conscious of the real
movement of his hands; but when when the in-
dex was concealed from view, the table began to
turn as briskly as if the apparatus did not inter-
vene. This proved, to the professor's satisfaction,
that the movement of the table was eflected by
the direct action of the muscles, exerted involun-

tarily. 1

Sreausmr Crry or Grassow.—The Portland
papers of last Friday contain the arrival of the brig
Saginaw, from Trinidad, whence she sailed on the
13th ult. The Saginaw reports as follows: “ On
the Oth inst., lat. 37, lon. 70, 10 a. m., discovered,
at considerable distance to leeward, what appeared
to be a steamship; at 5 p. m., she was again seen;
she looked like one of the Liverpool steamers, and
appeared to be abandoned; they bore down for
her, but the wind soon died away, and the fogsfiut
down thick, when they lost sight of her; she was
not to be seen the next morning. Captain P. thinks
it was the City of Glasgow, but was not near
enough to ascertain 1o a certainty.”

Tue Rock Ispasp Excursion—The progress of
the mammoth excursion party from the east to
the falls of St. Anthony, excites general attention.
Everywhere along the line of the route the exeur-
sionists are greeted with the firing of cannon, fire-
works, processions, dinners, &c.

Mr. ErriorT, the aeronant, made another superb
ascension in Baltimore on Monday. He passed
through and aboyé a storm of thunder and light-
ning, and came down safely near the city after an
ahsence of an hour from terra firma.

Incipest or vux Brooxiys Rior.—A clerk of
the New York Eapress office was attacked on
board the ferry boat, last Sunday, while crossing
to Brooklyn. His nose was broken and his eyes
injured by a stone. He was supposed to be a
knew-nothing.

Parets rros Wasmyarox TerriTory — We are
indebted to a friend for o fle of the Proneer and
Demoeral, published at Olympia. They contain
no news of importance.

Prrsonar.—Mr. Hackeit went outgby the Baltic,
on Saturday, to further arrange for his opera en-

terprise,
i

3 Population of New York city and suburbs with-
ina rodius of twelve miles, in 1940, 309,001 ; in
1850, 780,091 ; in 1554, 1,020,980,

Tue Aruy or Vesezuria consists of only ane
thousand soldiers, while twenty-eight generals

and other officers in proportion are on the army
list, and are drawing pay.

Letter from California.

The following letter, received by a gentle-
man of this city from a friend in nid,
has been handed us for publication. Tt is
written in an easy way, familiar style, and gives
some glowing descriptions of “B8an Franeisco
as itis”

San Fraxewsco, May, 1834,

It is not because I have forgotten yourself
and your limitless hospitality that 1 have not
written ta you long ago; but it is that I have
been in the predicament of the *knife-grinder,”
o stary fo tell ; and L sm not in much better
coudition now—still I feel in bétter humor
with myself ‘and the rest of the race than I
have done since I landed on these shores.

My occupations have been various though
brief. I have reported a “breach of promise”
case for an up-country paper, copied the pro-
ceedings of an Odd-Fellows lodge, assorted
letters in the post office; surveyed, written
squibs for & city newspaper, (the intellectual
palate is not very scnsitive here) and lastly
have been employed for the past two or three
days in writing vituperatory articles for a pas-
sionate old gentleman, who became involved
in a personal difficulty, but had not the wit to
extricate himself; and I'rather doubt if I have
accomplished that same either—though I scored
his adversary and charged Zim $150 for it.
Heis rich and may be of further use to me. I
have been invited to be sort of assistant editor
of a paper, but T am rather dubious of my
ability, and the support it would afford me,
I have heen promised a place in the city hall
“ poco tiempo ;" and this is all I have to say of
myself, except that T have not yet blacked
boots or doned the white apron of the garcon.

I am much obliged to you for having intro-
duced me to 8., because, imprimis, he is a very
clever fellow, and then he obtained me passage
in @ government steamer from San Diego to
this place, thereby saving me fifty dollars,

This is probably the fastest town, occupied by
the fastest inhabitants, now existing. Men,
women, horses, dogs, eats and rats (there are
about 100,000 rats for every human being) are
running up the street and down the street as
if a battallion of devils were after them. A
horse and cart runs overa man, and the driver
does'nt even stop to see the result. A piie
driver mashes a man’s foot to a jelly; he is
jerked out and the pile driver would mash
another the very next second if an opportunity
offered, for the accident does not stay its pro-
gress o moment of time. If you attempt to
cross at the intersection of two streets, the
chances are ten to one that you are run over
by, at least, four somethings. Everything is
done in a hurry.
divorce, and die in a horry. (There are six
hupdred divorce cases now waiting the deci-
sion’ of the legislature.)

The stores, places of amusement and resort
are the most beautiful and superb I ever saw
or imagined. One window of a jeweller’s store
contains more valuable and splendid ornaments
than would buy any Washington shop out and
out.  Snuffboxes, $1,000; watches, $4 000 and
$5,000; goblats, $500; cane heads, $600, and so
on. There is a drug store, just one beautifully
assorted mass of gold, silver, glass and marble.
Gold, silver, and pearl spatulas, with agate
handles. Secales of solid silver with agate
stand.

Mantua makers have wax models represent-
ing the most beautiful and voluptuous women,
dressed in the most costly and magnificent
manner ; 50 perfect that, five feet off, you
could not tell them from models with blood
coursing through their bodies. Gold dollars
are thrown into a window as something to be
looked at simply. I think I saw about half a
peck in one window. . A dentist has for a sign
an immense coral tooth, looking as if it had

just been extracted from the gum of a Titan,’

A hatter has twenty or thirty hats, elegant
hats, suspended in the street before his door,
merely to indieate what can be procured with-
in. There they remain until they get rusty,
when their places are filled by new ones.

The theatre (the “ Metropolitan™) is the most
beautiful in the United States. It is formed of
splendid mouldings, go]d and crimson velvet.
Every scene is a meritorious and finished pic-
ture, and the stage machinery is all conducted
with a view to nafural effeet. A moon will rise
and gradually disappear as the scene in the
play may call for. Ships sail as ships should

sail; they do not appear and then slide off

Trees do not look as if they could as readily
genernte brick bats as froit and leaves; and
houses are painted with all regard for the times
and places they represent. I have been three
times this week to see Madame Bishop, in
Norma and Sonnambula. Madame Thillon,
Kate Hays, and Madame Bishop are all in San
Francisco at this time. When could poor old
Washington support such a trio ?

You must pay for everything, but as I am
not in the mercantile line I will not enumerate
a ligt of prices. I will, however, mention one
little incident that occurred yesterday—four
strawberries sold at “Robbs " (a famous res-
taurant) for $1 256 ; and all he bad sold for
$5 a tumbler, little tumblers containing thirty

berries, not a bit larger than those we buy at |

home for a bit n quart, nor half so good. 1
ate $5 worth. About twenty dollars worth
would have been a genteel plateful at home.

I have often and often wished that I was in
your little sanctum, even if Mrs. —— was in a
bad humor at the appearance of mysterious
hackmen, or C and E—— were holding
a duet of their own composition, on the cres
cendo movement ; I swear I would never look
at California again, even on the map, and I
would take it ns a personal offence it El Dorado
was mentioned in my presence. I am deprived
of every social comfort—don’t know a lady in
the town, live by myself, eat by myself, and
firmly believe should die by myself. If you
have ofriend who is desirous of visiting this
regiony dissuade him, tell him he had better
starve among friends than among strangers.

The day of rapid fortune-making has gone
by. You will hear of some incredibly rich
men., And, by the by, I am writing at this
moment in the room of the richest man in Cali-
fornia, Sam B~——, his income is §1,600 per
day ; but you will find one hundred to one who
are poorer than Job after his posscasions had
been taken from him, for they bave not his re-
signation, M——— is really worth at lenst
$200,000 o year. He gets from the custom
house aloue, for rent, $10,000 a month. Three
years ago he had his pay, $1,600 a year.

A la California, I must ¢lose in & hurry. 1
have an engagement st 5 o'clock, and it wants
but ten minutes of it.

Eker yours, B. L,

They buy, sell, marry, |

NEW .YORK CORRESPONDENCE.

L - "

' Monsy Mariet.—Decline im '

: 4 on the Bread Question.~Our
Policy d to Crba.—~No time to bs Lost.—
Iﬂlﬂlrf Preaching and Riots in Brook-
lyn, §e.

New Yourx, June 12, 1864,

There is one highly important matter in last
night's news from Europe. It is the manifesto
of Prussia and Austrin, siding with France
and England for the preservation of the bal-
ance of power in Europe, as they stand. The
London Z%mes is somewhat perplexed in its
endeavors to defme the exact import and in-
tentions of this Germanic proclamation; but
from the very critieal condition of the German
States, in the event of a continuance of the
war, there can be mo doubt that Austria and
Prussia are boldly striking for peace. Peace
may save them sometime longer—peace may
enable them to smother the smouldering ele-
ments of revolution from the mouth of the
Rhine to the “seven hilled city of the czars;”
but & continued state of war will most assured-
ly rouse up all the republican forces of Ger-
many, Italy, and Hungary, in a movement not
provided for in the arrangements among the
allied powers. And this is the power behind’
the thrones, greater than the thrones them-
selves, .

Austria and Prussia are afraid of war; they
wish to avoid giving offence to the czar, and
they have no desire to invite the armies of
France across the Rhine and the Alps, by es-
pousing the cause of Nicholag, In either case
the territories of Austria and Prussia become
the battle-ground of Europe; and from past ex-
perience, they have no idea in the world of
saddling themselves with such an honor, if
they can possibly negotiate themselves out of
it. Hence, while declaring themselves the al-
lies of France and England, they persist in
maintaining the safe ground of mediators be-
tween the belligerents. ' L

This attitude of the cabinets of Berlin and
Vienna will probably result in renewed over-
tures for peace, and in a final arrangement
with the czar, which will only require him to
abandon the Turkish principalities, to.leave
Turkey unmutilated, and to relinquish his ex-
treme demands in referénce to the communi-
cants of the Russo-Greek church in the Turk-
ish dominions. Such are the signs of the
times. It is quite possible that, with this new
shape which European affairs have assumed,
that the war will end in wiat & Frenchman
would designate, “von grand and reedeculous
fizzel, by gar.”

The tardy movements of the allied fleets in
the Baltic and the Black seas support this con-
clusion. Indeed, it is very likely that those
fleets are acting under imstructions covering
the true policy of the allies, not the Napoleonic
policy of conquering a peace by & quick and
decisive campaign but the policy of frighten-
ing Nicholas into terms without the hazard of
a general war. g X

At all events, the governments, the politi-
cians, and the financiers of England and France,
now count upon peace. Hence consols have
gone up, and provisions and breadstuffs have,
gone down, The .effect has been already felt
in Wall street and along our wharves. The
bulls are risible to-day, and the bears are be-
ginning 'to. give ground. Stocks, upon the
whole, are improving a ljttle, and breadstuffs
are declining; and though this news may not
be very musical to our bread producers, itis
delightful harmony to the bread comsumers.
The lateness of the season, the damages to the
crops in various sections of our country, the
tremendous influx of emigrants from Europe,
the large exportations of flour and provisions
to Europe, would otherwise furnish but a
gloomy, prospect for ‘‘the masses” for the next
twelve months to come.

Suppose, for example, that this Russian war

should be aggravated into a general Earopean
conflagration, involving the' consumption or
destruction of all the growing crops of the con-
tinent. By next December the famine prices
of food on the other side of the Atlantic wonld
add tenfold to. the emigration to the United
States, while at the same time the exportations
of breadstuff and provisions from this country
would be increased tenfold, till flour would pro-
bably range at the horrid figures of from twen-
ty-five to thirty dollars per barrel. Do you sup-
pose that, should such a state of things be
brought about, the swarming thousands of our
great cities, reduced to the point of starvation,
would consent to perish, while bread was within
their reach for themselves and their children ?
No, sir! In 1835, when flour in this city was
raised to $15 per barrel, by the operations of
the speculators, the bank inflations, and their
deluge of paper money, the mob rushed to cer-
tain stores where flour was packed away by
thousands of barrels, and emptied their con-
tents into the streets. 1In the event of the con-
tingencies above suggested, we might expect
such scenes again, and upon a scale which
would give to the operations of mob violence
something of the aspect of & general revolu-
tion,
Hence the bread consumers on this side of
the Atlantic feel a lively and paramount inter-
est in the movement of Austria and Prussia
for peace. Our producers, perhaps, might pre-
fer the policy of the old Virginia farmer cler-
gyman, who gave as a toast at a public meet-
ing the following: * Here's to a long and mod-
erate war in Europe—one which will not be
very destructive to the people there, but which
will give our farmers here a lift in the world."
My opinion, however, is, that the interesta of
the farmer are so interwoven with those of all
other classes of the community, that where
they suffer, he cannot be substantially bene-
fitted.

There is a prospect of peace in Europe, and
a prospect of a corresponding fall in the sub-
stantials of life for the inner man, and of a
proportionate rise in the article of cotton, that

important staple of necessity for the outer | pe

man ; and if Austria and Prussia remain firm
to their adhesion with the western powers, the
operations of Dundas and Napier, of Paskie-
witsch and Omer Pasha, of General St. Ar-
nand and Lord Raglan, will not materially
change the present aspect of the question, un-
less they may contribute to bring Nicholas the
more speedily to terms,

In the meantime it is evidently the polioy of
our government to be quick in the settlement
of our disagreements with Spain. Should there

be n speedy peace with Russis, rely npon il’

S T N

France and England will be placed in a posi-
tion of inactivity but little calculated to facili-
hﬂ‘gll ‘amicable adjustment of the subject mat-
ter of our negotiations with the Spanish gov-
‘ernment. It is while the issues of the Russian

ers are absorbed in"it to the exclusion of all

extraneous matters—that we should put in our
ultimatum with Spain, If we delay till there
is peace with Russia, we may find on some
beautiful morning, the Baltic fleet at anchor
before Havana, while the Africanization of Cuba
is officially proclaimed on the island.

The street preaching yesterday in this city
and Brooklyn by a lunatic called the “ Angel
Gabrel,” against the pope and the Irish catho-
lics, came off without loss of life, although there
was considerable fighting in Brooklyn between:
the Irish and the know-nothings.

The belligerent propensities of the Hiber-
nians at length brought them into collision with
the special constabulary, and some twenty or
thirty of the ringleaders were arrested. Some
fifteen thousand people were in the streets at
the height of the melee, and the spectacle for
a time was very warlike and disgraceful. Three
_battallions of troops, held in reserve for the
purpose, were at length brought up and dis-
persed the crowd ; but there was no firing, ex-
cept a volley of pistol ghots by the special con-
stables, 160 strong, which shots were compara-
tively harmless. Only two men were slightly
wounded in the head. You may imagine the
state of things existing here when the know-
nothings are thus led on by a8 madman to ex-
asperate the impulsive Irish Catholics to vio
lence and bloodshed. .

My budget of miscellanies is deferred for s
day or two, when you shall have it, unless again
superceded by important news from Europe.

UNCLE SAM.
T p—

EW BOOKS.—The Plurality of Worlds,
with an introduotion, by Edward Hitchoook,

‘Rambles in Brazil, or a Peep at the Aztecs, with
a map and illustrations.
“ The Religion of the

yser. . b
e Catacombs of Rome, as illustrating the
Church of the Three First Centuries, by Rev. W,

piled hﬁ:,“ E. Porter. ,

The Eternal Day, by H, Bonar, D, D,

_ Discourses and Sayings of our Lord Jesus
Christ, illustrated in a series of expositions, by
John Brown, D. D.

The Church before the Flood, by the Rev. John
Cumming; D. D. ! !

Thwl?loal Essays, by Frederick Denison Mau-
rice, M. A., with a new preface and other addi-

‘tions.

The Sepulchres of our arted, by F. R. Ans-
petch, A. M., Hagerstown, Md.

The Historyof the French Protestant Refugees,
from the Revoeation of the Edictof" Nantes to our
own: . by Charles Weiss. Translated by
Henry William Herbert, with an appendix by a
descendant of the Huguenots, in two vols.

For sale at the bookstore of P P

R. FARNHAM,
Corner of 11th street and Penn. avenue.
May 1 oA
ENN m&LMﬁMG :lﬁﬂl;‘lﬂﬂ
‘X Company ai in. Charter perpetual,
1 the profits divided among the policy-holders.

This wm%nﬁl purely mutual. Capital $300,000.
David L. Miller, ident ; John 'W. Horner, sec-
retary. This P has declared a dividend o!

25 per vent. on cash premiuims received doring
year 1853. Pamphlets ex

JAMES J. MILLER, Agent,.
Over banking-house, Selden, Withers & Co*
Medical examiner, J. M. Austin, M. D.
Office and residence on F street, north side, one
door west of 10th. May 2

RENCH SHIRT-BOSOMS WRIST-
bands, and Ruflles—a new supply just re:

ceived at D
Gentlemen’s Furnishing Store,
May 28—d1wil Penn. avenue, near 4} st.

Dr. VAN PATTEN,
SURGEON DENTIST,
Penn. avenue, between 6th and 7th ste., next to
Todd’s Hat Store. f Sep 21 af

CHINA, GLASS, AND EARTHENWARE
) ESTABLISHMENT.
Ttk street, betroeon Lowisiana avenwue and D street.
o.rcffm&'hﬁ;,m ‘?gmh'"m also, ifi
na, an 3 magn
cent Girandoles and ps of ﬁuw pnt:gmn,
adapted for halls and parlors.
ik Bolled: e v, tinmeddiall utey, win-
dow glass, of every variety, always ontu L.
B i s 3o e
e
B §. WHITTLESEY, 7th street.
Nov 20—1y (m)

URNITURE.—A Good and

assortment

As=
Extension Dining Tables, of every description,
;id; su rit_nr qmd%' _ﬂﬁm‘a-'lj{’at:r-n-mu. ‘P'_lﬂnl_

CRINE an al T, 1. ‘Vﬂy' mlip‘
t.im:l.y -Seeretgriu_ nnd Bureaus, Desks and Bu-
reaus. LOOKING GLASSES OF EVERY DE-
SCRIPTION. Mairesses, Curled Hair, Hair
Seatings, Sofa and Chair Springs, with numerous
other articles suitable for housekeepers, which

elsewhere. :

Louisiana avenue, opposite the Bank of Wash-
inﬂ“ near the corner of 7th street. :

otice the Bedstead sign. May 24-—8m.

OTICE 18 HEREBY GIVEN, That I

b hl"a]}ﬂt a Land gmf:'_tnqmi?‘flh for
160 acres, No. 78,224 in favor eri D. Smith,
Lioyd B. Smith, Leww Clark Smith, Benjamio
Yost Smithi. and Rosan+a Frantz, collateral heirs
of Hiram M. Smith deceased, of company H, Sth
United States Infantry, (Mexican war,)and w‘:ich
said certificate was assigned to the undersigned.
This certificate wos mailed by Johnston, Brothers
& Co., of Baltimore, on the 18th October, 1853, di-
rected to William P. Williams, eu‘; ‘Washington,
D. C., and was never received. Itis myintention
to apply for a duplicate of this warrant to the com}

missioner of peu A :
NERI P. SMITH,
BT Cumberland, Maryland.
Jan 24, 1854. * Jan, r

ROSPERI'S CORNET BAND.—This
Band is suitable for any and all purposes, and
Ry e i g s ondog iy
may to engage them, either as
Reed, or Cotillion. -y
From one to any number of Musicians can be
had, at the shortest notice, nr;%ﬂu at
HILBUS & HITZ'S Music Depot,
Or J. F. PROSPERI, Leader,
At the room, New Odd-Fellows’ Hall,
Garrison st., Navy Yard. June 8—3t

LTAR OF THE HOUSEHOLD.—A
series of Services for Domestic Worship for
every morning and evening in the year, select
portions of Holy Writ, and Prayers and Thanka-
giving for particular oceasions, with an Address
to Heads of Families, edited by the Rev. John
Harris, D D., Principal of New College, St. John's
Wood, London, author of the Great Teacher
Mammon, &e.
Just received and for “I;L “P Eigoolmorc of
HAM, -

May 11 Corner of 11th st. and Penn. av.
AKE NOTIC Ei—H and
others nre reminded that the following list of
articles are of the very best and can
from the subscriber on as low terms
as any other house in the city. A large assort-

ment and # always on hand:
QOils of m . are,
Paints,

Clocks,

¥mm.,_ ; gl.-p‘.

urpent

foris,, | S
China, ;‘nu.
Earthenware, tannia ware,
Glass &ec., &c, &c.

Goodn'uusunypmofthe city free of
cha Cou denlers will do well to call. i
e O 8. WHITT nESEY,

Tth streer,
Opposite Selden & Withers's Bank.

Mar 16 (Star.)

war are still uncertain—while the western pow- |

Northmen, by Rudolph |

Iagl_hm Kip.
ncle Jerry's Letters 1o Young Mothers, com- |

ning rates, advan

tages, &e., will be furnishe ies interested, and |
such are e requested to examine them he
fore insuring, as companies offer such induce-
Illslll.

sortment of Centre, Card, Work, Side, and | and

will be sold at less prices than can be purchased '
; P'WIGHT & OROSBY,

¢
by the na | defence.

mittee rose, and

Congressional.

THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS.
mer S

Senate.—~Tuesday, June 13, 1851,
NEBRASKA BILL,

‘Mr. WELLER nted the of the
legislature ofcnﬁg“.tnh. fully umw ap-
proving the principles of the Nebraska bill as the
pron:r mode ot detormining the question.of slavery
i the territories,

ation to the ion
ifornia to know that their ac-
tion upon that bill %n&duﬂ the approval of
their .onstiluents, resolution had | sesed the
House with only ten dissenting votn, snid the Sen.
ate with an owﬂun of oply seven votes—a une-
nimity unequalled in the legislation of any other
State upon this suby : :

He said it was a
in Congress from

ubject. ST
Mr. GWIN presented the resolution of the leg-
islature of Calilornis, in favorof a reduction o._l'gu

rates of ocean postage.

_ PRINTING,

The resolutions submitted by Mr. BADGER, to
resciad the order of the 20th of May, to print
40,000 additional copies of the agricultural portion
of the Patent Office report, and making a new or-
| der for. printing the same, was taken up and

MEETING OF CONGHESS.

M. DOU&TE introduced a bill providing for
the annual meeting of Congress on the first ﬁnn-
day in October. instead of December, as at present.
The bill was ordered s:"umﬂ reading, and takes
its place on the calendar,

Mr. HOUSTON subsitted T

r. TON: ted a resolution provid-
ing that hereafter the duily hour of nudd.:# € ;
Sngnte shall be 11 o'clock, a. g‘::'r S

Mr. GWIN submitted a resolution providing
that' from and after Monday next, the daily hour
S Ry e T oo L

: s Y y &, M
were laid over, * "’ e X ahmdw. o
. AMENDMENT OF RULES.

On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, the 30th rule
oo oqp Tkt s ok e e el
me 1o the
reported by select comunitlees of the Senate; as

-nw.mﬁ%mmim e
‘motion by Mr. FISBH:
Resolved, That the Sec the Treasury be
‘to communicato lo the d‘m of all

or

| other of of the Iﬂhgl
Desn repuried fiace the 04 day of arch 1503} and. sie
a statement oﬂh_w L -to deposi-
m's,- *‘_E?; P - 'IH% w‘.&m ch,
¥ Y4 mlnm s Fakd $ad

Mr. SEBASTIAN reported the House bill for
the, rﬂhr_ of the widow and heirs of Elijab Beebee.
And the same was considered and passed.

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS,

On motion of Mr: FOOT, the resolution provid-
ing for a distribution among the new: of
the Benate, as other books, Mayo and Moulton’s
edition of the Pension laws, was taken up and
adopted. t

VETOED LAND BILL.

The Sénate then proceeded to consider the bill
‘granting land to the several States for the ‘relief of
the indigent insane. ‘

Mr. CASS addressed the Senate for more than
an hqur. He said he should vote against the bill,
and consequently to sustain the veto of the Presi-
dent. Those who would vote ngainst this bill on
the ground that it was unconstilutional, wonld
vole 1o declare that this bill and all others of ‘an
exactly similar character were unconstitutional ;
the effect of the vote, or the nt, would
amount to this, and no more. It could not be ex-
tended further. ‘With the' views of the President
contained in the veto message as he construed
them, he entirely concurred. If they, however,
| were intended to have a more stringent applica-
tion, he was still prepared to vote against this bill
because of its unconstitutionality. G e

He then replied 1o the arguments of the senator
from North Curolioa [Mr. Bavek] and the sen-
ator from H.luinlﬂn‘}b[r Brown] in support of

the bill, anu discussed elaborately the constitu-
« | tionul powers of Congress in the disposition of the
\public lands.. : sy
In the course of his remarks he defended the

homestead bill. as entirely copstitutional, wise, -
.and just, and as not mhw!ng .wiwin}r.h:d_' -
of probibition mentioned by the President. He
not. undersiand ‘the velo mu:in any
m&exlwdiug to the homesiead bill.
motion by Mr. CLAYTON, the bill was post-
poned, and, afier an executive session,the Senate
adjourned... - o0 k
=gt r——— i ¥
House of Representatives.
__ PACIFIC BATLROAD. = | °
hM.r. ‘-‘-;‘--n“,ﬂr‘,ih‘: ! _a_mgli?im'mm '
the debate on acific, 10-mOLIOW,;
st iwo dleloek, . e PUTERTEERE
Mr. McDOUGAL said he proposed to make a
final disposition of it for the present session. gq
offer

e et ihenl M e A T e o

an amendment to the bill, limiting, the northern
by the saine parallel \ehich imits the south:

ern route, namely, the thirty-seventh; 10 .

route by the same w
) MY W ' ;i.ﬂl
PR L et il
Mr. PHELES remarked that 1he surveys have,
not yet been reported.. He thought they would
show the practicability of a route commencing
fmﬁ the bmdu; gr lh;( ﬂul.z_’_ﬂf Missouri. . .

e motion o ] Om .mr w
unanimously. L e
: QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.'

The Housé resumed the consideration of 1l
following resolution, introduced by Mr.. Gippinas
on Thursday last: :

Whereas A. 0. P. Nictiolson, eaq,, to this body,
editor and. p OF s Weaiimgton, Umion. mes:
in his of this morning, icle 0y-
: Sl bed an article most
of this ; therefore, QIR
Reived, Fhat s A:0, P. Nicholson, nnd all other
sons conndetid with he Washingion Unian, b expeiied.

Mz, GIDDINGS madified_his resolution, con:
‘fining vxpulsion from the hall to the editor oftha

p.{.cr.lkme. ol ;
be House laid the resolution on the table—
yeas 100, pays 32, ; v
CIVIL V8, MILITARY SUPERINTENDENCY.
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the select
committee on that subj reported a bill to re-
store the civil superintendency at thé ‘national ar-
mories ; which was referred 1o the Committee of
the whale on the state ot the Union. :
 WINDER'S BUILDING. . :
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, from the Committee on
Public Buﬂdhap and Geounds, reported a bill au-
thorizing the Secretary of War to purchase, of the .
proprietor, the b%in the occupancy of the.
%uwm_ nment, corner of Seventeenth and F streets,
'uhil:)‘i"ot:a cit ;h;hinh was nsi.:rad-lnm Com-
mittee of t e on the Siate of the Union
and ordered to be printed. S !
DEPUTY POSTMASTERSY.
The amendment of the: Sendte to the bill regu-
lating the compensation of deputy postmasters,
was debated by Messrs, - HAVEN, and
LSKBLTUN; and then concurred in, ' -

| PERSONAL EXPLANATION. .

‘xg(;i. Ew‘l.ltl“;ii,d of Virginia, mgad that a few days

e recei a ‘dispatch, informi
gtmuf undﬁh of his -.h .ﬂﬁrﬁrﬂ :
NODGRASS, and saying it was t uest of frien
that he should lan:‘;lm it 10 l!“q. House. lg:
sy gyl b ki by Sy

city ; otherwige, he sl e
the duty With cheeful but readiness,
He made this stetement that his friends at home:
should not suppose that he had declined to com-
ply with that request. )

s st o DGR
The SPEAKER laid before the House a report
" Siate, w.th accomp
#é!

from the : >

dovum_mslb;:la%x auce with a resolutic w
ed on the 20th of December last, re 1o cer-
tain impositions on our commerce in ?.1.
Iaid by the ﬁ?&?"{“ of Denmark, under the

7 name of *‘sound dues.

PACIFIC RAILROAD.

* The House went into Committoe of the Whole

on the state of the Union, llr.'(?:n "hl'h;gi chair

3'@% resumed the consideration 61 the civil and

2] ill—(the debate

has been Um%pxpt?nm Q-om“
Mr. WALLBRIDGE il s

on the subject of n railroad to the Pacifie; co

ing that government has the constitutional power

to make grants for that pur . He advocated

the construction of the and showed its im-

portance in a‘?ﬂ, political, military, and’ geo-

r. DAVIS, of Indiana, delivered his views

upon the samb subject; expr ‘his opinion

that there is a majority of =

ch  noble saterprss, "Ho dwelk ‘opon. the in:
L] 1 A e -
rtance of an early completion ofthe , which
demanded by commercial necessity as well as

Mr. BR Bow_llhe floor, when the com-

The House ndjonmod. A




